
  

 

     

      

      

     

 
 

 

May 8, 2025 

 

TO: INTERESTED LEGISLATORS 

 

RE: OPPOSITION TO LOS ANGELES CITY ATTORNEY PROPOSAL TO CAP NON-ECONOMIC 

DAMAGES AND ATTORNEY’S FEES 

 

The above groups oppose the recent proposal circulated by Los Angeles City Attorney Hydee Feldstein Soto to 

reduce the legal rights of Californians harmed by a public entity.  Her proposal, given to some legislators on April 

23, 2025, seeks to avoid financial liability by drastically limiting the legal rights of people whose rights are 

violated, including but not limited to, cases involving civil rights, discrimination, sexual abuse, sexual 

harassment, assault and police brutality, government whistleblowers, workers who exercise their First 

Amendment rights, and people injured by a public entity’s failure to maintain safe streets and public facilities.   
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Local governments have a responsibility to protect the civil rights, health and safety of their communities and 

limiting the rights of survivors and victims would not solve the current budgetary problems. Maintaining fiscal 

responsibility and ensuring that the victims of negligence and harm receive compensation are not mutually 

exclusive goals.  We believe local governments must address budgetary constraints without jeopardizing the 

rights of the people they serve.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Alliance for Californians for Community Empowerment 

Amy Schur 

Campaign Director 

 

Alliance for Children’s Rights 

Kristin Power 

Vice President of Policy and Advocacy 

 

ACLU California Action 

George Parampathu 

Legislative Attorney 

 

Asbestos Workers Local 16 Retirees Club 

Alan Pierce 

President 

 

Bet Tzedek Legal Services 

Jeffrey Webb 

Directing Attorney for Impact Advocacy 

 

California Advocates for Nursing Home Reform 

Anthony Chicotel 

Senior Staff Attorney 

 

California Alliance for Retired Americans 

Rob England 

Executive Director 

 

California Bicycle Coalition 

Jared Sanchez 

Policy Director 

 

California Employment Lawyers Association 

Mariko Yoshihara 

Policy Director and Legislative Counsel 

 

California National Organization of Women 

Camerina PS Davidson 

President 

 

California Rural Legal Assistance Foundation 

Mark Schacht 

Deputy Director & Legislative Director 
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California Women’s Law Center 

Elizabeth Kristen 

Legal Director 

 

Child Care Law Center 

Giani Interiano Brown 

Senior Staff Attorney  

 

Children’s Advocacy Institute  

Robert Fellmeth 

Executive Director 

 

Children’s Law Center of California 

Ann Quirk 

Policy Attorney  

 

Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights 

Jeannette Zanipatin  

Director of Policy & Advocacy 

 

Consumer Attorneys of California 

Nancy Drabble 

Chief Executive Officer 

 

Consumers for Auto Reliability and Safety 

Rosemary Shahan 

President 

 

Consumer Federation of California 

Robert Herrell 

Executive Director 

 

Consumer Watchdog 

Jamie Court 

President 

 

Environmental Working Group 

Bernadette Del Chia 

Senior Vice President, California 

 

Equal Rights Advocates 

Jessica Ramey Stender 

Policy Director and Deputy Legal Director 

 

Family Violence Appellate Project 

Cory Hernandez 

Senior Managing Attorney 

 

Fund Her 

Val McGinty 
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Founder  

 

Initiate Justice 

Antoinette Ratcliffe 

Executive Director 

 

National Center for Victims of Crime 

Renee E. Williams 

Chief Executive Officer 

 

National Police Accountability Project 

Julia Yoo 

President 

 

Public Counsel 

Kathryn Eidmann 

President & CEO, Helen and Morgan Chu Chief Executive Offer Distinguished Chair 

 

Smart Justice California 

Anne Irwin 

Executive Director 

 

Voices for Progress 

Alex Baptiste  

Vice President for Policy  

 

Western Center on Law and Poverty 

Brandon Greene 

Director of Policy Advocacy 

 

Worksafe 

Stephen Knight 

Executive Director 

 


