MAY 2025

Bike East Bay:
Slow Streets

Development in
Oakland & Berkeley

Justin Hu-Nguyen: Co-Executive
Director of Mobility Justice
Robert Prinz: Advocacy Director



What are
Slow
Streets?




Oakland
“slow
streets”

Oakland Bikeway Network: Existing & Proposed Neighborhood Bike Routes.
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Figure 1: Meighborhood Bike Routes Map

21 miles starting 2020, based on Oakland’s 2019 bike plan

recommendations

——




Tilden
Regional

Berkeley or aice
“healthy
streets”

BOULEVARDS A7

N University of

: t*'?x;, California, Berkeley
ARSTIA &y

DELAWARE ST

% )
BERKELEY-—| I

-

';.':.\'F-LD

SINVHD

IRl
e ind
AV LNOWATd

AN AT

!:}EIT WSt

EMERYVILLE ALCATRAZ AVE
\

i

Several miles based on Berkeley’s existing “bike boulevard” network



Slow
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By 2022 they were all destroyed or removed...



Slow
Streets L e

THE RETURN OF
OAKLAND’S SLOW
STREETS

AUTHOR: BIKE EAST BAY

DATE: FEBRUARY 27,
2023

...But we didn’t give up!



2019
akland

bike plan

Let's Bike Oakland

BIKING IN OAKLAMD TODAY

Bicycle Facility Types

Shared Use

Path

Paths shared by
people walking and
biking completely
separated from motor
vehicle traffic

Comfortable for
people of all ages and
abilities

Typically located
within or along parks,
roadway medians, rail
corridors, or bodies
of water

Oakland refers to this
as Class 1 Bikeway

« On-street bike lane
separated from
maotor vehicle traffic
by curb, median,
planters, parking,
or other physical
barrier

Oakland refers

to this as Class 4
Bikeway

Arterial Bike Route

Arterial Bike Routes, which require bicyclists to share lanes with cars on busy streets,
will no longer be proposed.

Buffered Bike Lane

Bicycle Lane « Dedicated lane

Dedicated lane for bicycle travel
for bicycle travel adjacent to traffic
separated from traffic

by a painted buffer  Dakland refersto

this asa Class 2
Adding a buffer Bikeway
provides additional

comfort and space

from motor vehicles

and/or parking

Oakland refers to this
as Class 2B Bikeway

Neighborhood
Bike Route

Calm local streets
where bicyclists have
priority, but share
roadway space with
automobiles.

Includes shared
roadway bicycle
markings on pavement
and additional traffic
calming measures

like speed humps or
traffic diverters to keep
streets comfortable
far bicyclists
Comfortable for
bicyclists with wider
range of comfort levels

Oakland refers to this
as Class 3B Bikeway

Oakland’s plan identified types of “low stress” facilities...

Existing bikeways in Oakland provide a base from which the City can propose a low stress
bikeway network. Read about the low stress bike facilities that this Plan centers on page 80.

Bike Route
Signed bike route,

sharing the roadway
with motor vehicles

Can include
pavermnent markings

Comfortable for
more confident
people biking

Used when space for
bike lane may not be
feasible

Oakland refers to this
as a Class 3 Bikeway




2019
Oakland
bike plan

...But many neighborhood projects
weren’t meeting design recommendations.



2021
design
guide

City of Oakland
Neighborhood Bike Route Implementation Guide

City of Ouakland, Department of Transportation (OakDOT)
Safe Streets Division, Bicycle & Pedestrian Program | June 2021

So Bike East Bay worked with Oakland staff on a new design guide...



The Bike Plan outlines four actions for streets to be designated as NBRs:

1. Improving Major Street Crossings;
2. Reducing or Preventing Speeding;
3

. Preventing High Car Volumes; and ; | g %
4. Increasing Pavement Quality. WA OAKLAND

20189 OAKLAKMD BIKE PLAN
This Guide describes implementation in the following five

subject areas: Scoping & Monitoring, Route Establishment,
Traftic Calming, Traffic Control, and Public Notification
& Comment.
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Stop Sign Major Crossing New Traffic Added Speed
Reorientations Treatment Circle Humps

2021
design
guide

.Including specific goals and minimum treatments...



&l Slow

Guide Signs Warning Signs Regulatory Signs Pavement Markings
(green background, (yellow background, (white background, (typically white)

white message) black message) black message)

update

Considerations
* Non-standard treatments may be feasible when responding to a local need,

demonstrating engineering judgment, and taking a systematic approach.
Non-standard warning and regulatory signs may create liability compared to non-
standard guide signs and pavement markings.

...And further visual designations for priority corridors.
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s Hit and run at 8th and Peralta, then

| Car mounted sidewalk and crashed
 through gate into yard.

West Oakland neighbors were already advocating for a safer 8th Street...



8th Street

Mot rboard.

WE WANT FULL
EMPLOYMENT
FOR DUR PEDPLE

E. 8" St and Mandela Pkwy
or 8" St and Willow St

D. 8" St and Mandela Pkwy
or 8" 5t and Willow St

We came together to win both visual treatments + robust traffic calmin



Oakland voted |40/
Measure U

Win

MORE HOUSING.
SAFER STREETS.

AND MUCH MORE.

Oakland’s Measure U now requires bike/walk plan
Implementation alongside routine paving



Oakland Bikeway Network: Existing & Proposed Neighborhood Bike Routes.
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Looking
ahead...
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Figure 1: Meighborhood Bike Routes Map

50 miles of neighborhood route traffic calming upgrades
are on the way with paving in Oakland




OYes-FF WEEWIE
We Won' in Berkeley...

Berkeley voters just approved
over $250M for street repair and
life saving safety improvements.

%}ﬁ, b e £ 48

Advocates passed Measure FF in 2024 with similar bike/walk plan
Implementation requirements to Oakland’s Measure U




Meanwhile
CITY OF BERKELEY 1N Berkeley...

BICYCLE
PLAN

And Berkeley’s bike plan is being updated this year
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With funding from PeopleForBikes and Bayer we implemented
a one-block, one-day Slow Streets pop-up in Berkeley...



Example:
Ninth

Street

...To demonstrate what’s possible on the corridor &
get feedback from neighbors



Looking
ahead...

For each of the four project features, use the rankings below to indicate how well you think it would
help to achieve the car speed and volume goals.

I Helps achieve the goal... [l Helps achieve the goal... W Neutral [l Does not help achieve... 112

1) Full Diverter 2) Cycletrack 3) Traffic Calming 4) Half Diverter

Survey responses were sent to Berekeley staff to inform
the bike plan process & traffic calming policy updates...



Looking
ahead...

...And all of the pop-up materials are now part of our
“traffic calming library” that local partners can borrow
for their own demonstrations!



Thank you for
your interest &
advocacy!




