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FAMILIES FOR SAFE STREETS (FSS)

LOWER SPEED LIMITS

STREET DESIGN 

AUTOMATED ENFORCEMENT

VEHICLE DESIGN 

OUR MISSION
Families for Safe Streets confronts the 
preventable epidemic of traffic injuries and 
deaths through advocacy and support.

WHO WE ARE
FSS is comprised of individuals who have lost 
loved ones, been injured, or care for someone 
who was, in traffic violence. 

SUPPORT SERVICES
Providing peer support and logistical 
assistance.

ROAD SAFETY FOR ALL
Pedestrians, cyclists, drivers & passengers.

Learn more at familiesforsafestreets.org

http://familiesforsafestreets.org


FSS CHAPTERS Alexandria, Virginia
Arlington County, Virginia
Atlanta, Georgia
Central Texas
Fairfax County, Virginia
Montgomery County, Maryland
Nashville, Tennessee
New York, New York
New Jersey
Northeast Ohio
Oregon and Southwest Washington
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Richmond, Virginia
San Diego, California
San Francisco Bay Area, California
San Jose, California
Southern California
Toronto, Canada
Utah
Washington, DC

20+ chapters

https://www.alxffss.org/
https://www.transalt.org/arl.novasafestreets.org
https://www.visionzeroatx.org/ctfss/
https://ffx.novasafestreets.org/
https://www.walkbikenashville.org/families_for_safe_streets_nashville
https://familiesforsafestreets.org/
https://fssnj.org/about-us
https://www.thestreettrust.org/families-safe-streets
http://walksf.org/sfbafss/
http://www.losangeleswalks.org/fss
https://www.cycleto.ca/friends-and-families-safe-streets
https://dcfamiliesforsafestreets.org/




SAFE SPEEDS

Higher Speeds Reduce a 
Driver’s Field of Vision

Higher Speeds Increase 
Braking Distances

Higher Speeds Increase 
Lethality of Impact



Power of Personal Stories:
Our Panel



STORIES ARE REMEMBERED UP TO 
22 TIMES MORE THAN FACTS ALONE 



POWER OF PERSONAL STORIES: 
Gina LaBlanc & Kyle
Bay Area 





POWER OF PERSONAL STORIES: 
Mary Elliott & Bill
San Diego

KPBS Midday Edition

For Those Touched By Traffic 
Deaths, Bike Safety Delays 
Are Especially Painful
Andrew Bowen, metro reporter, KPBS News

Mary Elliott stands next to the spot in Talmadge 
where her husband, Bill, was fatally injured on 
his bike, Oct. 4, 2018.



POWER OF PERSONAL STORIES: 
Jeri Lynch & Conor
Los Angeles 





POWER OF PERSONAL STORIES: 
Laura Keenan & Matt
San Diego





Gives a face to the epidemic to confront 
complacency &  prevent other suffering.

OUR STORIES

PREVENTION

A constructive way to channel the 
agony, rage, pain, and sorrow. 

Provides a way to publicly honor and 
remember our experiences of loss and 
injury.

OUTLET

HEALING



Engaging Victims/Survivors:
Challenges & Opportunities



Some Challenges Working with Impacted People

● Knowing what to say and do.

● Trauma comes in waves and 
processed differently.
 

● Getting group consensus on 
advocacy goals.

● Hearing the stories and hold 
people’s pain – can cause “secondary 
trauma.”



Thoughts for engaging crash 
victims/survivors 
For helpful ideas, please refer to the handouts:



Having Tough Conversations:
Moderator-Led Discussion with Video



Building Power: 
 Strategies & Tips for 

Outreach/Engagement



● Outreach to referral sources 
(hospitals, attorneys, local 
elected officials, etc.)

● Outreach via media
● Crash Signs
● Being visible & having a 

web/social media presence
● National toll free tel
● Support services

 

BUILDING POWER: 
Connecting with Victims/Survivors 



● Rallies, press events

● Memorials/vigils

● Public testimony/hearings at 
your local City/Town Council

● OpEds/LTEs

● World Day of Remembrance 

BUILDING POWER: 
Ways to elevate victims/survivor stories



Building Power: 
 Telling Your Story

Moderator-led Discussion



A WINNING MODEL: The power of stories with data 

  



National Impact

Latanya Byrd, Philadelphia Jessica Hart, Washington DC 

10 FSS members with Secretary 
Pete Buttigieg and DOT 

Lobby Days with 200 FSS 
members & partner advocates





STORY MAP 



FSS Support Services



FSS SUPPORT SERVICES

● Monthly Support 
Community

● Peer Mentoring
● Online Support
● Resource Guide 
● Centralized “Intake”
● Logistical 

Assistance

https://www.familiesforsafestreets.org/support-services

https://www.familiesforsafestreets.org/support-services


Inspire and provide avenues to be 
hopeful.

FSS PEER SUPPORT PRINCIPLES

HOPE

OPPORTUNITY

LISTENING

SUPPORT

Actively listen to members so that they 
feel heard.

Promote mutual support for each 
individual’s grief journey.

Facilitate the opportunity to find a 
meaningful path forward. 



Bringing FSS to Your 
Community



➔ Members

➔ Ambassadors (Individual Advocates)

➔ Chapter

FSS: Three Pathways

❏  Collaboration
❏ Clear & Effective Decision-Making
❏ Compassion & Understanding
❏ Determination

❏ Commitment to Data-Driven Goals & 
Systemic Change

❏ Bold & Strategic Organizing Tactics
❏ Consistent Messaging:
❏  Inclusivity

Core Values



FSS-NATIONAL

SPONSORING ORGANIZATION
(WABA, Streets Trust, Philadelphia Bicycle 
Coalition, TA etc.)

FSS CHAPTER

Centralized 
Support 
Services

Toolkits/
Trainings

State/Local 
Campaigns

Coordination:
National &
Interstate 
Issues

State/Local 
Support 
Gatherings



Free FSS Video Training: 
How to Engage Crash Survivors

https://www.familiesforsafestreets.org/training


Audience 
Questions

Thank you!

Info@familiesforsafestreets.org
www.Familiesforsafestreets.org

 (844) 377-7337 
(844) FSS-PEER


