TransForm "\ Climate
myrrenar= M6 MOVELR

CALIFORNIA .
BICYCLE A@’ \ ClimatePlan

COALITION PLANNING AND CONSERVATION LEAGUE

‘-_ Wi
N ‘-‘;: 4’/7/

> Sl )
’ ”f"j"..-;.,..,;,-.:;._‘»memnnmursnm | | _,

A]8 [

sTreeTs [N i é!Safe
EIE  TrRanziTO Routes

SMART MOBILITY PARTNERSHIP
oopm o %o

M nextgen N
calfornia vl PollicyLink  cdlifernia %'C \\\\\\\

San Francisco NRDC
League of
'“—‘ Conservation
1 Voters
FRIENDS )
aff . Seamless @
c CALTRAIN )) Bay Area . CIRCULATE
SANTA MONICA T

ENVIRONMENT

@ CLIMATE ACTION SANTA MONICA S?f? Sdt[]‘ebe[ts A/I!l?“ (e (‘ A L I F 0[{ N I A




ACTION FOR A

Y ¢
° - X
THECITL —— o] HEALTHY PLANET

April 19, 2022
Dear Governor Newsom, Chair Ting, Chair Skinner, and Committee Members,

Thank you for your work on the California state budget in extreme circumstances of an ongoing
pandemic, war crisis, and record surplus dollars. The undersigned support a $2.5 billion
augmentation from the state General Fund to the State Transit Assistance (STA) fund for
transit operations to support transit riders and agencies during these unprecedented
times.

The Governor’s recent gas relief proposal if passed includes an additional $750 million for three
months of fare free transit. We applaud the Governor’s proposal to fund public transportation,
and free transit is one of many strategies we can employ to support transit-dependent
Californians, build ridership, and reduce vehicle miles traveled. However, this short-term
strategy needs to be expanded to meet both the scale of the crises and to better serve transit
riders. Distributing these funds to Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) and agencies is
the best way to ensure coordinated, high quality fare discount programs and service
improvements that will make meaningful impacts on people’s lives. This funding should be

eligible for a variety of programs that make public transportation more accessible including:

e Free fares or fare improvement programs ($750m). Incentive grants for free fares,
fare discounts, or fare integration programs. Any temporary fare discounts should be
coordinated by MPOs and implemented across regions to ensure effective program
delivery and access.

e Fare free transit for youth ($600m). Create a multi-year pilot that will increase
ridership, support working families, and attract the next generation of transit riders, as
outlined in AB1919 (Holden). Free transit for youth will increase independence and
connections to opportunities for young Californians.

e Restore service to at least pre-COVID levels to bring back riders ($1.15b). Frequent
and reliable transit is one of the most effective ways to increase ridership. It also funds
the salaries of frontline essential transit workers that will build the workforce needed to
deliver this service. Incentive grants to restore service will help agencies rebuild trust in
the system.

In the third year of the pandemic, transit agencies are facing fiscal cliffs and struggling to rebuild
service in this ongoing emergency. For example, the Metropolitan Transportation Commision,
which supports nearly half the transit riders in the state, projects Bay Area transit agencies will
have an annual shortfall of $500 million for the next five years, preventing many agencies from


https://humantransit.org/basics/the-transit-ridership-recipe
https://www.transformca.org/transform-blog-post/transit-agencies-face-fiscal-cliffs

restoring service. Without restoring service to at least pre-pandemic levels, it will be nearly
impossible to rebuild and grow transit ridership over the coming years.

We support requests from the California Transit Association, as well as the Bay Area and LA
MPOs, for increased operations dollars in this year’s budget. A one-time budget surplus
allocation will give agencies across the state more time to find alternative, sustainable
operations funding solutions in the face of changing pandemic conditions.

When transit suffers, our most vulnerable residents are the first to feel it. Public transit is a
lifeline for low income people, people with disabilities, many essential workers, and those
without cars or licenses. Providing this essential service is key to making the state an affordable
place to live and get around.

If we are going to survive the climate crisis, we must provide all Californians a frequent and
reliable alternative to their cars. The transportation sector is responsible for the lion’s share of
emissions across the state, contributing to more extreme wildfires, flooding, and rising
temperatures. Reducing reliance on fossil fuels is one of our most promising solutions to
reducing pollution. What’s more, the current rising oil prices are making it harder and harder for
all residents to make ends meet, making transit an attractive affordable alternative — if it's robust
enough to meet their needs.

Considering the confluence of emergencies: a pandemic, inflated prices due to war, and rising
greenhouse gas emissions, the state must invest in solutions that combat rising economic
inequality and climate change. Investing in transit does both and there’s no time to waste.

Thank you for your consideration and collaboration,

Amy Thomson, Transportation Policy Analyst
TransForm

Eli Lipmen, Director of Programming and Development
MovelLA
Bryn Lindblad, Deputy Director

Climate Resolve

Nailah Pope-Harden, Executive Director
ClimatePlan

Michael Schneider, Founder
Streets For All

Darrell Owens, Vice Chair


https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/BART-faces-its-most-challenging-revenue-16849200.php
https://www.washingtonpost.com/transportation/interactive/2021/public-transportation-free-fare-future/

East Bay Transit Riders Union

Gene Oh, CEO
Tranzito

Jonathan Matz, California Senior Policy Manager
Safe Routes Partnership

Matthew Baker, Policy Director
Planning and Conservation League

Richard Marcantonio, Managing Attorney
Public Advocates Inc.

Jared Sanchez, Policy Advocate
CalBike

Lauren Weston, Executive Director
Acterra: Action for a Healthy Planet

Cynde Soto, Community Organizer
Communities Actively Living Independent & Free

Marven Norman, Policy Specialist
Center for Community Action and Environmental Justice (CCAEJ)

Caro Jauregui, Co-Executive Director
California Walks

Vinita Goyal, Executive Director
San Francisco Transit Riders

Laura Deehan, State Director
Environment California

Kristina Pappas, President
San Francisco League of Conservation Voters

Carter Rubin, Interim Director of Transportation
Natural Resources Defense Council

Debbie Toth, President & CEO
Choice in Aging



Arturo E. Aguilar, Chairman
ATU California Conference Board

lan Giriffiths, Policy Director
Seamless Bay Area

David Diaz, Executive Director
Active San Gabriel Valley

Cynthia Rose and Cris Gutierrez, Co-Chairs
Santa Monica Safe Streets Alliance

Laurene von Klan and Kent Strumpell, Co-Chairs
Climate Action Santa Monica

Ben Kay, Faculty Advisor
Team Marine

Jesse O'Sullivan, Policy Counsel
Circulate SD

Ted Jackson, Executive Director
Center for Independent Living (TheCIL)
Arnold Sowell Jr., Executive Director

NextGen California

Katynja McCory, Public Relations and Community Engagement Specialist
TRUST South LA

Chione Flegal, Managing Director
PolicyLink

Kristopher Fortin, Project Director
Santa Ana Active Streets

Mary Lim-Lampe, JD, Executive Director
Genesis



