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March 1, 2022

Dear Governor Newsom, Chair Ting, Chair Skinner, and Committee Members,

In reviewing the FY 2022-23 State Budget draft, the state’s commitment to addressing both the
climate crisis and racial and economic injustice is clear, and we applaud many of the proposals
already included. However, given the outsized role of transportation in both greenhouse gas
emissions and addressing inequity, and the impacts of the pandemic on transit agencies’ ability
to maintain service and increase transit ridership, we urge you to include an additional $2.5
billion of operations-eligible funding for public transportation in the budget.

Considering the ongoing, inequitable impact from the pandemic as well as increasing wildfires
and drought due to climate change, now is the time to direct the state’s massive budget surplus
toward its most pressing issues—racial and economic inequity and reducing greenhouse gas
emissions. Investments in public transit do both, and the need is urgent as we work to recover
from the pandemic.

Public transit is a lifeline for low income people, people with disabilities, many essential workers,
and those without cars or licenses, and the backbone of our state’s infrastructure. Transit
particularly supports low income Black and Brown residents who are more likely to ride transit
and be transit dependent. Yet, agencies across the state are heading towards “fiscal cliffs,”
massive budget shortfalls that could lead to cut service, more stranded riders, and laid-off
workers. Transit agencies are relying on pandemic relief funds to restore service, bring back
ridership, and most importantly maintain public confidence in their systems. A one-time budget
surplus allocation will give them more time to find alternative, sustainable operations funding
solutions in the face of changing pandemic conditions. If transit ridership is going to return,
there must be frequent and reliable service. An augmentation to an operations-eligible
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fund is the best path forward to give agencies the resources they need to provide the
transit service riders rely on.

This budget will be the first since the adoption of the Climate Action Plan for Transportation
Infrastructure (CAPTI), Governor Newsom’s initiative to align transportation spending with
climate and equity goals. Without continued flexible investment from the state, transit agencies
will lose ground in their ability to provide meaningful transit service that reduces vehicle miles
traveled, directly in opposition to the intent and desired outcomes of CAPTI. Meeting our
statewide climate goals will take your bold leadership: we must halt highway widening projects
and make a massive shift in funding toward public and active transportation. CalSTA must also
integrate new guidance from the U.S. Department of Transportation on how to spend funds from
the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law that sets clear expectations for how to prioritize new
investments in a way that makes our communities safer, more accessible, sustainable, and
equitable.

Finally, as part of providing $2.5 billion in operations-eligible funding for public transportation to
support frequent and reliable service, we support allocating $500 million for free and
affordable, integrated fares for youth and transit riders. In addition, we support further
augmentation of $1.5 billion to the Active Transportation Program, in addition to the $500
million proposed in the January Budget. Providing affordable, reliable public transit and
active transportation infrastructure are critical to improving connectivity within the state. Thank
you for your consideration and leadership as we mark a new path for California’s transportation
future.

Sincerely,

Amy Thomson, Transportation Policy Analyst, TransForm

Eli Lipmen, Move LA

Derek Sagehorn, Chair, East Bay Transit Riders Union

Bob Allen, Policy & Advocacy Campaign Director, Urban Habitat

Vinita Goyal, Executive Director, San Francisco Transit Riders

Richard Marcantonio, Managing Attorney, Public Advocates Inc.

Patrick Chaffey, Housing Working Group Chair, Democratic Socialists of America - Silicon Valley
Chapter

Matthew Baker, Policy Director, Planning and Conservation League


https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/bipartisan-infrastructure-law/building_a_better_america-policy_framework.cfm

Matt Hettich, Chairperson, Transport Workers Union California State Conference

Hana Creger, Senior Program Manager of Climate Equity, The Greenlining Institute

Lauren Weston, Executive Director, Acterra: Action for a Healthy Planet

Arturo E. Aguilar, Chairman, ATU California Conference Board

Caro Jauregui, Co-Executive Director, California Walks

Jessica Meaney, Executive Director, Investing in Place

Melissa Romero. Senior Legislative Manager, California Environmental Voters (formerly CLCV)
Helena Chang, Advocacy Program Manager, The Center for Independent Living (TheCIL)
Carter Rubin, Interim Director of Transportation, NRDC

Tom Radulovich, Executive Director, Livable City

Jonathan Matz, California Senior Policy Manager, Safe Routes Partnership

Cynde Soto, Systems Change Coordinator, Communities Actively Living Independent & Free
Michael Schneider, Founder, Streets For All

Marven Norman, Policy Specialist, Center for Community Action and Environmental Justice
Nailah Pope-Harden, Executive Director, ClimatePlan

Autumn M. Elliott, Litigation Counsel, Disability Rights California

Bryn Lindblad, Deputy Director, Climate Resolve

Jared Sanchez, Policy Advocate, CalBike

Carolynn Johnson, US West Coast Manager, Institute for Transportation & Development Policy
Eli Akira Kaufman, Executive Director, LA County Bicycle Coalition

Katynja McCory, Program Manager, TRUST South LA

Alfonso Directo Jr., Senior Advocacy Manager, Alliance for Community Transit - Los Angeles
(ACT-LA)



Kathy Dervin, 350 Bay Area, Transportation Committee

Gene Oh, CEO, BikeHub~Tranzito

Kristopher Fortin, Project Director, Santa Ana Active Streets

Arnold Sowell Jr., Executive Director, NextGen California

Chione Flegal, Managing Director, PolicyLink

Zach Lou, Coalition Manager, California Green New Deal Coalition

David Diaz, Executive Director, Active San Gabriel Valley

Kristina Pappas, President, San Francisco League of Conservation Voters
Jesse O’Sullivan, Policy Counsel, Circulate San Diego

Mary Lim-Lampe JD, Executive Director of Genesis

Debbie Toth, President & CEO Choice in Aging



