(This support letter is a sample. You are encouraged to make changes and personalize. As of 7/14/07, this bill is scheduled for a hearing before the Senate Appropriations Committee. The letter is addressed to the committee chair. If your Senator is on the committee, please also cc: your Senator. Committee membership is listed at http://www.sen.ca.gov/ftp/sen/committee/STANDING/APPROP/_home1/PROFILE.HTM.)

(date)

Senator Tom Torlakson

Chair, Senate Appropriations Committee
State Capitol, Room 5050

Sacramento, CA  95814 

Fax (916) 445-2527
RE: SUPPORT FOR AB 1472

Dear Senator Torlakson:



I/(name of organization) strongly support(s) Assembly Bill 1472, which would bring the expertise of public health experts to bear on city planning decisions that impact public health and well-being, while providing necessary regional planning agencies do not have the resources or expertise to assess the health impacts of planning.  

Our health is largely determined by where we live, work, and play. In order for our communities to be healthy, we need to live in healthy communities. We are writing to support AB 1472, which would provide technical assistance and grants to community organizations and local public health agencies to evaluate land-use planning decisions to ensure that they create communities that promote health, through the California Public Health Department. With a new Department, this is an ideal time to create an innovative program that addresses the determinants of health and supports traditional public health programs that promote behavior change. 

This legislation builds on innovative “Health Impact Assessment” initiatives already taking place at the local level that have proven efficient and effective in shaping healthier planning decisions. I/we urge your support of this sensible legislation. 

Sincerely,

Name of individual

Name of organization, if applicable

Address

City, CA  Zip

Phone

(other contact info optional)

cc: Your Senator (particularly if on committee)






